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Overview and Rational
Student reporters often relate more easily to their own more familiar language, music, than to prescribed writing formulas. This lesson correlates the structure of writing stories with that of musical compositions with an emphasis on the lasting impression left by the ending of an article.

Goals for understanding
· Essential questions

· Why is story structure important?
· Why is the ending of an article important?
· How does the structure of music compare to the structure of the written word and how does this comparison improve student writing?

· Critical Engagement Questions

· What are the parts of a simple song?

· How can the same structure be used in feature/news writing?

· Can you recognize these same structures used in music composition in a feature article someone else has written?
· What makes an effective ending in an article?
· Can you write a feature story following this new structure?

Overviews and timeline


Activity 1 (one 55 minute class)


· Using the song “Three Blind Mice”, identify the parts of the song and correlate each part to the parts of a feature article as shown in handout #1. (See attached handout 1.)
· Discuss the importance of the ending and how the ending can affect the reader’s ability to remember the article. Compare this to the various ways that musicians end their works ( Crescendos, fade outs, on a high note, etc…)
· Look at the examples provided (or offer one of your own). 
Divide class into groups. Each group gets an example article. Using handout 1, find the sections indicated for each article and complete the handout 1 chart. (Examples provided, handouts 2, 3 and 4.)

· Bring the class back together as a group and analyze the segments of each article. Have the class compare the articles for the one that most closely follows the formula given. Which has the most effective ending?

Assignment:


Write a feature article using this formula. You may want to begin by writing 3 different delayed leads and having your peers recommend the most effective. Don’t forget to leave the reader with a strong impression in the conclusion.
For students who may need remediation or for teachers who accept extra credit assignments:

Select a musical selection from any genre. Perform the selection LIVE for the class, stopping to identify the designated sections of the songs as they correlate to the formula for article writing. Warning: Lyrics must be suitable for the classroom. 
Handout #1
Parts of a song / Parts of an article

Simple song

 What you call this
Section    How this section   Parts of the

 part of the song
   
   of the article 
sample                                             

    compares
 
writing that











correlates
	“Three blind mice

  three blind mice
	Introduction
	  1
	The hook – featuriz3ed information that carries the reader to a delayed lead
	

	  See how they run

  See how they run
	Melody and rhythm count get 

A little more complex, a little more complicated
	  2
	Delayed lead – whom, what, when, where, and maybe why
	

	  They all ran after the farmer’s wife

  Who cut off their tales with the carving knife

  Have you ever seen such a sight in your life

  As
	The crescendos, the “Jerry Lee Lewis

Move”, the louder, more intense, guitar-bangin’ sections the pull the musician and the listener a little deeper into 

What’s going on
	  3
	More information – How and perhaps more of the why
	

	  Three blind mice

 Three blind mice.”
	Returns to the beginning, often by summarizing

In different words or similar words
	  4
	The lasting impression you want to leave with the reader. The punch line. The clincher. (If the lead is where you hooked them, the conclusion is where you reel them in!)
	


